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Greetings from UVA!

We begin this new academic year with great hope and optimism.  
Here in Charlottesville, we spent the summer welcoming families back 
to the University Grounds for UVA student-led tours, and this fall we 
are planning for our students to return to in-person classes and a full 
menu of activities and events. There is a level of energy and excitement 
here that has been lacking for the last 18 months, and for this we are 
incredibly grateful. 

Although we are beginning to return to some semblance of normalcy, 
Covid-19 has not been extinguished, and many of your students and 
families might still be struggling and in need of guidance, comfort, 
resources, and support. 

We are grateful for all you do to assist families, and we pledge to do 
everything humanly possible to simplify our admission process and  
share information that we hope will help you and your students as they 
navigate the college admission process this year.  

With this in mind, we would like to share a few updates that we hope will 
help as you begin to meet with students in the fall.

On-Grounds Tours and Events — We are excited to share that we will 
continue to host visitors to Grounds for in-person tours during the fall 
term. Registration for tours can be found on our website.

Test Optional — We have extended our Test Optional admission policy 
through 2023. Standardized testing is not required for admission and 
students who do not submit testing will not be disadvantaged in our 
application review.

Undocumented and DACA students living in Virginia who attend a Virginia 
high school for at least two years and graduate will be eligible to receive 
Virginia tuition rates and need-based financial aid beginning in 2022. 

Jefferson Scholarship — The new Walenta Scholarship is a merit based 
scholarship program specifically for first generation college students. 
Recipients will receive four year, merit-based scholarships that cover the 
full cost of attendance.

Inclusive Excellence — UVA is implementing the strategic Inclusive 
Excellence (IE) framework to synergize and support our collective 
diversity, equity, inclusion, and belonging efforts. 

Additionally, it’s important to note that UVA remains committed to 
offering the best need-based financial aid program for a public institution 
in the country.  

—  ALL Virginia undergraduate students with a family income of less 
than $80,000 are eligible to receive financial aid covering the full cost 
tuition, as well as University and school fees for up to eight semesters.

—  ALL Virginia undergraduate students with a family income of less than 
$30,000 are eligible to receive full tuition, University and school fees, 
and housing and dining expenses for up to eight semesters. 

—  We are need blind in our admission policies and UVA meets 100% of 
financial need for all U.S. students, including non-Virginia residents. 

—  The University Achievement Awards, Ridley and Holland Scholarships, 
and the Blue Ridge Scholars program provide further assistance by 
reducing the loan component for incoming students with exceptional 
promise and financial need.

This year will be challenging, for everyone. We know you and your students 
will have questions. We will do our best to be flexible and transparent. 
Please know we are here to help. During times like these, we are especially 
grateful to partner with you to best serve and support your resilient, 
dedicated, deserving students. 

Thank you for all you do, and please be safe.

Best wishes,

Greg Roberts 
Dean of Undergraduate Admission
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OF THE CLASS ARE VIRGINIANS
 

Inspired by the Jeffersonian ideal of an inclusive community of citizen 
scholars, we make top-notch higher education affordable. At the 
University of Virginia, we cover

of the unmet financial need for all U.S.-based students through scholarships, 
grants, work-study, and need-based loans. Plus, we accept students solely 
on their academic merit, regardless of their ability to pay, because we know 
tomorrow’s leaders can come from anywhere.

The entering class includes 
graduates of 1,312 secondary 
schools throughout the world, 
including 759 public schools  
and 453 private schools. 

AFFORDABILITY AND VALUE

of the students in the 
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CLASS RANK IN  
SECONDARY SCHOOL

Summary by school of students who were in 
the top ten percent of their secondary school. 
Fifty-seven percent of students are from  
schools that do not report rank. 

SCHOLARS PROGRAMS:
THE ECHOLS, RODMAN,  
AND COLLEGE SCIENCE 
SCHOLARS (CSS) 

The Echols, Rodman, and College 
Science Scholars (CSS) programs are 
three honors programs at the University 
of Virginia. No special application is 
required for admission to these  
programs; everyone who applies for  
admission is automatically considered. 
In selecting candidates for the Echols 
and Rodman programs, the Committee 
on Admission looks for applicants who 
have excelled academically and exhibit 
unusual intellectual curiosity. Students 
selected to CSS have demonstrated a 
desire to per form scientif ic research  
at the University.

ACADEMIC RANKINGS 

The University of Virginia ranks among the 
nation’s best colleges and universities. 
Since U.S. News began a separate listing 
of the top 50 public universities, UVA has 
been ranked fourth or higher. In the 2021 
rankings edition, we placed 4th among 
public universities and 26th among all 
national universities.  
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UVA students are given many opportunities to excel and find their best future. These 
include a dedicated University Career Center team; an active alumni network full of driven, 
successful Hoos committed to coming back and giving back; and access to a host of 
internships, externships, honors programs, and fellowships.
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PUBLIC UNIVERSITY IN THE NATION 
(U .S .  NEWS & WORLD REPORT,  2021) 

OUTCOMES

To learn more about admission to the University of Virginia, 
please visit admission.virginia.edu
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